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GARDEN NEWS
t DATES TO REM EM B ER
March 26. New Gardener
Registration at the Recreation
Dep’t. (behind Smith Vocational
School on Locust St.), Saturday
morning from 10 to noon. There are a
good number of plots available for
new gardeners, so if you know
someone who is interested, pass
on the word. Returning gardeners
still have a chance to expand their
plot holdings, too; if you wish to
do this, send a query about nearby
plots that may be available to
mtex@smith.edu or by mail to
the Recreation Dep’t. (90 Locust
Street, 01060).
April 30 (rain date, May 1). This is the
annual Garden Cleanup Day. Come
Saturday between 10:00 A.M. and
noon, or between 2:00 and 4:00 P.M.,
to help on Garden improvement projects, take or leave something at the
Seed & Plant Swap, have coffee and
doughnuts, and meet your neighbors
at the Garden. Mulch hay will be available, and seedlings will be for sale –
details to come in mid-April.
t CO MIN GS A ND GOIN GS
Susan Kimball, who has so
capably overseen our Web site,
is passing the reins to Jason
Woofenden (j a s on@ herkamire.com).
If you have ideas about additions or
improvements to our home page
(www.nohogardens.org) or would like
to help, let Jason know.
Gloria Santa Anna, who gardens
in plots S5 and T5, has joined the
Garden Committee and is the copy
editor for this edition of the
Newsletter.

GARDEN CALENDAR
New Gardener Registration:
March 26
Tool Shed Construction:
April 16 & 17
Spring Clean-up: April 30

Eleanor Hassell, a long-time
gardener in H11, is giving up her plot
this year. Eleanor has shared her
vegetables, her flowers, and her
gardening wisdom with many of her
neighbors, and she will be missed.

protect early-bird seedlings with
a row cover if necessary.

GARDEN TIPS from the
HAPPY GARDENER

which you fill with water and set
around the tomato plant, which
grows inside the cylinder The water
is heated by the sun during the day,
then keeps your tomato baby happy
by releasing the heat at night. Last
year, tomato plants set out in this
fashion on April 15 were bearing fruit
by the Fourth of July. After the
tomato plants are well-established,
you can move the cylinders to a new
location and set eggplant seedlings
inside – they love the heat.
H e re are three useful books – the
first two probably out of print, but
you can loca te second-hand
volumes at a local book sto re or on
the Internet: James Croc kett,
Croc ke t t ’s Vi ctory Ga rd e n, Little,
Brown; Bob Gough, The Sm a rt
Ga rdener’s Guide to Grow i n g
Vegetables, Stackpole Books, 1996;
and Lee Reich’s We e d l e ss Gardening,
Workman’s Press, 2001.
Do you have garden tips, recipes,
good sources for seeds and plants,
books and articles to share? Send
them to “The Happy Gardener”
(mtex@smith.edu).

When is it time to start working your
plot? When the soil has drained and
warmed up a bit. Pick up a handful of
soil and squeeze it: If you have a
handful of mud, it’s too soon; if you
have something with the consistency
of a moist chocolate cake, it’s OK.
How do you know when to plant
seeds? I n vest in a soil thermometer and take the soil’s
te m pe rature. You will get adequate
germination when the soil is 45° F
for beets, ca r rots, lettuce ,
radishes, and spinach. At 50° F, yo u
can plant turnip seed; at 55° F,
ca b bage, chard, corn, and even
to m a toes. But squash, melons,
c u c u m bers, beans, and eggplant
like it warmer – check the next
N e ws l e t ter for their pre fe r re d
temps.
If you start seeds at home under a
grow-light, follow the instructions
on the package for number of weeks
before last frost, which is around
May 10 at the Garden. You can
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To jump-start tomatoes, try Walls
o’ Water – a cylinder of connected
tubes, open at top and bottom,
made of red transparent plastic
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What Makes a
Community Garden
Flourish?
PART 1. CO MM UN ITY SERV I C E
Our Community Garden comprises
415 plots worked by over 200 gardeners each season. We have no paid
manager to handle the many tasks
that go into a smoothly-running
enterprise. So how does the Garden
flourish? In this season’s Newsletters,
several important “fertilizers” will be
discussed: communityservice; fees;
consideration for other gardeners;
shared tools, equipment, and services.
This first part of the series takes up
what is perhaps the most important
– community service. Every gardener
contributes at least a few hours to
the general welfare of the Garden
every season, according to her/his
interests and abilities. What gardeners do covers a big range, including:
v Tend common areas – by mowing
paths and maintaining shrub borders.
v Cultivate the plot that provides
produce for the Survival Center.
v Deliver produce to the Survival
Center.
v Maintain the compost pile,
available for all gardeners.
v Publish and mail the Newsletter.
v Maintain our Web site
(at www.nohogardens.org).
v Look after tools and lawn mowers.
v Help with registration, recordkeeping, and inspections.
v Serve as a Garden Neighbor
v Initiate individual projects (such
as bee-keeping, butterfly walks,
photographs of the Garden for our
Web site, a mosaic sign at the
entrance to the Garden…)
Not all these contributions involve
physical labor and they can be
carried out at various times of the
year, even in the winter, according to
your own schedule. You don’t need
to put in an hour of work at one time
– if you do a 15-minute task each
time you’re at the garden, you’ll
easily meet the requirement!

DO IT NOW! Don’t wait ’til
September to complete your
Garden work requirement.
Pitch in for Cleanup Days,
to help make our garden beautiful!

H ow much time am I expe cted to
co n t r i b u te? If you garden one plot,
you should plan to spend 2 hours on
community service; for each extra
plot, add another hour.
How do I choose my community
service? First, each issue of the
Newsletter will publish a list of
needed services. Second, the bulletin
board on the tool shed carries a biweekly list of tasks. Third, if you indicate a particular interest (compost,
Survival Center delive ry, inspe ctions…), we will contact you to set
up a schedule. And, if you have an idea
for something not on the list, talk it
over with a member of the Garden
Committee.

Center plot near the tool shed.
You may decide what to plant and
where to obtain it (maybe ask for
contributions from other gardeners,
start plants yourself, or buy plants
from Garden funds). You will also
schedule other gardeners to work in
the plot as their community service.
Are you interested? Contact Mimi
(mtex@smith.edu or 584-0317).
Tool shed expansion. Our tool
shed is slated for a much-needed
expansion. If you have building skills
and are available on the weekend of
April 16 & 17 (rain dates April 23 &
24), contact Alex MacPhail
(amacphail@comcast.net
or 586-6372).

I L LU S T RATIONS BY GLORIA SANTA ANNA.
TO SEE THEM IN CO LOR, FIND THE NEWS L E TTER ONLINE AT WWW. N O H O G A R D E N S . O R G .

H ow do I reco rd the time I
co n t r i b u te? Log slips are available in
the mailbox on the side of the tool
shed. Fill one out and put it back in
the mailbox, or file a log slip by e-mail
to cmgoulet@valinet.com.
If you are unable to contribute time
due to serious illness, please get in
touch with the Garden Committee
(by e-mail to mtex@smith.edu, or by
mail to Recreation Dep’t., 90 Locust
St., Northampton 01060) to
explain the circumstances.
CO MM UN ITY SERVIC E TA S K S
Survival Center plot. We need a
gardener to manage the Survival
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Newsletter. Have an idea for an
article, a column, or an illustration for
the Newsletter? Contact Betsey
Wolfson (bwolfson@bikher.org).
Compost pile. The compost pile will
be turned on the weekend of April
23. If you want to stretch your
muscles after a long winter, join
Denny Wolfe. Contact Denny for
times: d.wolfe@1isabella.us.
Clean-up Day. Join fellow gardeners
to work on a variety of Garden
projects on Saturday, April 30
(rain date, May 1).

