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GARDEN NEWS

GARDEN TIPS

Gardeners have been appreciating the expanded tool
shed; many have admired both the added convenience
and the enhanced appearance. We have Cora Lee Drew,
Taiga Ermansons, and Peter Dellert to thank for the
painting that added that final touch.
The planned additions to our water outlets, though
promised by Northampton DPW for this summer, have
yet to occur. At this time, we don’t know when the work
to add two new faucets will be done.
The Garden Committee is losing two members, Heather
Damon and Gloria Santa Anna. Heather has coordinated
Survival Center deliveries, and Gloria has been copy editor
for the Newsletter. Both will be missed. That’s the ba d
news. The good news is that the Committee has gained
one new member, Marci Linker, who has overseen the dumpster this summer, and regained an old member, Norma
Sandowski, who has rejoined the Committee after adventures in Africa and Palmer.
The Garden is also losing Rick Bean, who has tended the
mowers and the tool shed for two seasons. His sterling
work has benefited us all, and we hate to see him go!
All gardeners who pass the fall inspection (see elsewhere in this News l e t ter for details) and who have
completed the community serv i ce requirement (see
elsewhere in this News l e t ter for last oppo rt u n i ty) will
receive Returning Gardener registration forms early in
December. You will be able to renew the registration for
your present plot(s) and also to request additional
plots. The forms will be due shortly after Ja n u a ry 1.
The plot fee for next season has not been set yet,
but it will not be more than it was this season. S
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GARDEN CALENDAR
FALL CLEANUP • Sat/Sun, Oct. 15 & 16
FALL INSPECTION • Sunday, October 23

This was not a gardening season to make any gardener
happy. A cool, wet spring followed by a hot, dry summer
seemed to be ideal for weeds and mildew, but not for ve getables. Harvests of tomatoes, eggplants, pe p pers, and
zucchini were late and sparse. If you had a plot at the
Garden for the first time, don’t be too discouraged – next
season is almost bound to be better!
If there has not been a frost before this Newsletter
appears, be sure to harvest your tender vegetables (all
those mentioned in the preceding paragraph) and to
pick all your basil. You can make a pesto base to freeze
by processing basil leaves, olive oil, and salt in a food
processor; when you want the taste of summer this
winter, thaw, add garlic, pine nuts, and Parmesan
cheese and serve over the pasta of your choice.
Most of what remains
of this season will be
devoted to cleaning
up your garden. One
additional reason to
dispose of annual
plants and unharvested vegetables, to
cut back perennials,
and to cut the grass
at the edges of your
plot is to discourage
the vole, a garden
pest, which does not
like open territory but
delights in weedy
tangles that provide
cover.
It’s almost time to
plant garlic. The last
GOUTWEED by Tom Pavao
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October or the first week of November will do fine.
Garlic likes rich, sandy soil. Separate the cloves just
before planting. Plant 1–2'' deep, 6'' apart, in rows 12''
apart. Mulch with several inches of straw. Next spring,
make sure to water when it’s dry, and spray them with
a liquid fertilizer when they are well up.
Plant a few spring bulbs. Crocuses and squill will greet you
almost as soon as the snow melts. Tulips can be planted
until the soil freezes and voles will not feast on them over
the winter. Giant Darwin hybrid, Emperor, and lily-flowered
tulips are the most perennial, and they are reputed to
come back for more years the more deeply you plant themup to 10'' down. S

FALL CLEANUP
Please mark your calendar for
Fall Cleanup – Sat/Sun, October 15 & 16 – and
Fall Inspection – Sunday, October 23!
GA RD EN C LEA NUP
Fall cleanup is scheduled for the weekend of October 15
& 16. If you have not yet fulfilled your yearly work
contribution to the garden, now is the time. We’ll be
cleaning up abandoned plots, turning the compost pile,
and readying the garden for winter.
Show up at the shed on Saturday
from October 15 are 9:30 A.M. to
1:00 P.M., and ask to be assigned a
cleanup job.
P L OT C LEAN UP
By Octo ber 23 please:
• Cut down all dead plant material and
dispose of it. Compost it in your own
plot or in the community compost pile
at the west end of the garden. This
includes old tomatoes, squashes, etc.
– leaving them lying in your plot
uncomposted attracts animals.

• Dispose of all paper and plastic debris – paper and
plastic bags, plastic plant pots – in the dumpster.
• Lay flat any stakes, tomato cages, etc. that you leave in
your plot.
• FIrmly anchor any structures – arbors, trellises, birdhouses – that remain in your plot. The wind blows hard
during the winter, and you run the risk of losing anything that is not well secured.
• Remove all tools and watering cans if not in use.
• Take home hoses if they are not in use; or, if you must
leave them, coil and store flat.
If you still have vegetables growing, you do not need to
remove them by October 23.
If you cannot make the October 23 deadline, you may
request an automatic extension by Friday, October 21,
either by e-mail to mtex@smith.edu or by mail to
Community Garden, Recreation Department, 90
Locust Street, Northampton, MA 01060.
Give us your name, plot #, and the date by which you
can have your plot ready. There is no charge for an
extension. Inspection teams will tour the Garden on
Sunday afternoon. If your plot is OK, you will not hear
from them. If one or more of the above items has not
been taken care of, you’ll receive a
phone call, e-mail or postcard,
pointing this out. A second
inspection will take place on Sunday,
October 30; there is a $10 fee if
your plot needs a second
inspection.
If your plot is not cleaned by the
second deadline,
you will be unable to register for the
2006 gardening season. S

PLEASE DO NOT
DRIVE YOUR CAR INTO
THE GARDEN AREA.
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• Put diseased plant material – such
as tomato plants with brown blight
spots – in the dumpster.
• Cut down tall grasses and weeds
around your plot –
to no more than six inches tall.
• Cut back perennials where appropriate.
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PARK ON THE STREET
OR ON THE BACK ROAD, AND
USE A WHEELBARROW TO CARRY
TOOLS AND SUPPLIES.

