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FALL PLOT CLEANUP
As gardening season draws to a
close, it’s time to prepare your plot(s)
for the winter. Follow these guidelines,
and cleanup will be a snap !
• Cut down all dead plant material
and dispose of it. Compost it in
your own plot or in the community
compost pile at the west end of
the garden. This includes old
tomatoes, squashes, etc.;
leaving them lying in your plot
un-composted attracts animals.
• Put diseased plant material –
such as tomato plants with brown
blight spots – in the dumpster.
• Cut down tall grasses and weeds
around your plot – to no more than
six inches tall.
• Cut back perennials where
appropriate.
• Dispose of all paper and plastic
debris, paper and plastic bags, and
plastic plant pots – in the dumpster.
• Lay flat any stakes, tomato cages,
etc. that you leave in your plot.
• FIrmly anchor any structures –
arbors, trellises, birdhouses – that
remain in your plot. The wind blows
hard during the winter, and you run
the risk of losing anything that is
not well secured.
• Remove all tools and watering
cans if not in use.
• Take home hoses if they are not in
use; if you must leave them, coil and
store flat. S

HOW TO REGISTER
FOR YOUR 2007
GARDEN PLOT(s)
Here’s what you need to know about
signing up for your plot(s) for next
year’s gardening season. If you’ve
cleaned up your plot(s) this fall and
completed your community service
hours, you may register for these
plots for 2007.
QUESTION: What if I can’t clean up my
plot by the deadline for fall inspection?
ANSWER: You may request an
automatic extension to a specified
date when you can complete the
cleanup, by mail to “Community
Garden, Recreation Dep’t., 90
Locust St., 01060” or by e-mail to
mtex@smith.edu.
Q: What if I haven’t put in enough
time on community service projects?
A: You could come to Fall Cleanup Day
and pitch in on one of the tasks we’re
working on. You could also make
arrangements (via e-mail to
mtex@smith.edu) to work on some
project that you see needs doing.
Registration forms will be mailed early
in December; be sure we have your
current address. Please return your
completed registration by the specified date in January. There’s a $5
charge for late registration, although
registration forms are accepted until
mid-February. After that date, your
plot could be given to a returning gardener who requested it.
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Q: Why is the deadline so early?
A: So that the Garden Committee

has time to process the forms, fill
requests for plot changes in February,
and prepare a list of available plots for
New Gardener Registration in March.
Q: What if I’m not sure I’ll be able to
garden next year?
A: Send in your registration form
without a check, explaining the circumstance. We’ll hold your plot(s)
until mid-March, with no penalty for
late registration.
Q: What if I can’t pay the registration
fee by the January deadline?
A: Send in your registration form
without a check, with a note saying
when you’ll be able to pay the fee.
We’ll hold your plots until then, with
no late fee. The forms have a space
for indicating that you wish to add
a plot or give one up. Returning
gardeners have priority in signing up
for available plots. There is a limit of
four plots per gardener.
Q: How is it decided whether a
request for a plot is granted?
A: The Garden Committee tries to
meet all requests. A request received
earliest has priority. If more than one
gardener asks for a plot, the
Committee tries to find equally desirable plots for each. If this isn’t possible, a coin toss decides. S

FALL INSPECTION
• • •
Sunday, October 15
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mallow is one that dominates the
Garden’s landscape in early summer,
the hollyhock (Althaea Rosa).

Chris Gentes

Many different types of animals come
to the Community Garden to find
food. In September, the nodding heads
of sunflower attract hordes of
goldfinches, chickadees, titmice, and
other seed eating birds. Migrating
songbirds, such as Common
Yellowthroats and Palm Warblers,
hunt for insects and their larvae.
Various sparrows feast on the seeds
of plants such as cosmos, zinnias, and
ragweed (at least somebody enjoys
it). Chipmunks still dart about, gathering seeds for winter storage.
Rabbits emerge on the paths in the
evening to munch on the last tender
shoots of grass. Even a bear was
spotted in mid-September.
By their sheer numbers, it may be
the insects that benefit most from
our gardens. There are, of course, the
obvious pests, but many are more
benign. I have observed a variety of
bees (other than our own honey
bees), wasps, and bee-imitating flies
visiting my flowers; a host of flies,
beetles, dragonflies, moths and
unnamed bugs in and around my plot;
as well as a praying mantis in my
neighbor’s verbena patch.
Legions of crickets inhabit unused
pots and cold frames around the
Garden. What intrigues me is that
for some of these insects, their
entire life cycle may play out within
the boundaries of the Community
Garden. Generations may come and
go without any members leaving the
Garden of their own volition. At the
same time, the more mobile
migratory insects use the Garden as
a stopover on their way elsewhere.
Butterflies are often the most

obvious insects and are appreciated
by many gardeners for their beauty.
While adults gather nectar at our
flowers, the caterpillars feed on a
variety of host plants.In September
it’s common to see dozens of
monarch butterflies around the
Garden. Some may have been caterpillars on milkweed earlier in the year.
Others are working their way south
on their famous migration to Mexico.
Another favorite butterfly, the variegated fritillary (see photo), is a regular visitor. Its caterpillar feeds on a
variety of host plants, but the violets
and pansies (viola) are cited as among
the most significant. There are many
of these plants in our Garden, both
cultivated and “volunteers”. On
August 24th we found a variegated
fritillary caterpillar in the Garden.
One of the most famous butterflies
(at least in butterfly-watching circles)
found in our Garden is the common
checkered skipper (see photo). This is
the first year that they were seen
from mid-summer through late
September; most years, a few
migrants are found in late fall. Both
males and females were seen this year
on numerous occasions. Mating and
egg-laying was observed, and a few
caterpillars were found, even in
September, by dedicated observers.
This newly established colony is
exciting news for butterfly
enthusiasts, and we anxiously await
next summer to see if this year’s
caterpillars will survive the winter.
Their primary host plants are
mallows. The most notable wild
mallows are velvet leaf (Abutlon
theophrasti) and common mallow or
cheeses (Malva neglecta) – both of
which are common weeds in the
Garden. The most notable cultivated

Variegated Fritillary

Chris Gentes

NOT JUST HERE
FOR THE FLOWERS

Checkered Skipper

So as the autumn advances and the
plants in the Garden die down, we
can only guess what varieties of
caterpillars, eggs, or even adult
butterflies (and other insects) may
be waiting already for spring. Over
the winter, in addition to poring over
seed catalogs and drawing planting
diagrams, we’ll be studying our
butterfly books to prepare for next
spring. S
—Heather McQueen J-7

THANK YOU
Hearty thanks from the Garden
Committee to all those folks who
made deliveries to the Survival
Center this season. Thanks as well
to those who have donated seeds
for the Knysna Aids Council
Community Garden. S
— Norma Sandowski
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WHAT YOUR GARDEN
COMMITTEE DOES
Of the 200-plus gardeners working
400 plots at the Northampton
Community Garden, about eight to
ten of us comprise the Garden
Committee. We thought it might be
helpful to tell you what we do, so
that you understand better some
of the decisions that we make.
First, we oversee the Community
Garden. While you pay your fees to
the Northampton Recreation Dept.,
they do very little besides provide
basic clerical help and space for us
to meet and hold new gardener
registration. The Committee
oversees the budget, sets fees, and
decides how to spend money. On
your behalf, we pay for water,
lawnmowers, hoses, the dumpster,
a portable toilet, and garden tools.
Sometimes we spend money on
something extra, like the addition
to the shed; the digging for and
installation of more water spigots;
or ornamental shrubs. We used to
pay someone to mow the common
areas, but we found that we could
save about $1500 a year using
volunteer labor and that is one of
the things that has made it
possible for us to keep the fees low
and to sometimes even reduce the
fees, as we did last year.
We feel a sense of stewardship for
the Community Garden, so we are the
ones who decide when we need more
wood chips; we settle disputes; we
organize Garden Neighbors who help
answer your questions and keep an
eye out for anything else (for example,
bears, groundhogs, thefts, bee
swarms) that needs to be repaired or
otherwise attended to. Sometimes
we hold fundraisers (t-shirt sales a

few years ago) and social events
(tomato tastings at the Garden).
We write and edit the newsletter
and online garden updates, stuff
envelopes for mailings, oversee
Garden registration, keep track of
volunteer time and organize Garden
inspections. We have three Garden
inspections a year – in late May so
that we can assign any ungardened
plots to someone on our waiting list;
in July or early August, to notify you
of ragweed or other weeds that
spread easily and cause problems;
and one in the fall, to check that your
garden is cleaned up for the winter, so
that you can re-register for your
plot(s) if you wish.
As you can see, it requires lots of
time and effort to do all this, but
we also delegate a lot of the work
– to YOU. You mow, participate in
cleanup days, serve as Garden
Neighbors, clear abandoned plots,
turn the compost, help with mailings, help with inspections,
organize social events like the
wonderful potluck this spring,
write articles for the newsletter,
and many other tasks.
Many of you also put in way more
than the minimum volunteer
hours and we appreciate that, a
lot. Some of you have asked why
you can’t carry your volunteer
hours over from one year to the
next. Partly it’s because that would
be just too much bookkeeping for
the volunteer who manages that
and partly for fairness. We pretty
much need all the help we can get
and since many of us put in many
hours, we don’t single out anyone to
carry over hours from one year to
the next, not even Committee
members.
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If you would like to attend a
meeting or to join our Committee,
we welcome you to roll up your
sleeves and join us on the second
Monday evening of each month, at
6:30 P.M. During the summer we
meet at the garden; in other
seasons we meet at the
Northampton Recreation Dep’t,
behind Smith Vocational High
School. S
— Mary Beth Averill,

GARDEN COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Garden Committee meets
on the second Monday of each month
at 6:30 P.M., at the Recreation Dep’t.
during fall, winter, and spring. Check
with the Recreation Dep’t. (587-1040)
the day of the meeting to confirm time
and place.
All Gardeners are welcome to
attend and participate, and to
suggest items for the agenda.
E-mail Mimi at mtex@smith.edu
or call 584-0317.
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