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answer your questions.
Registration is not required. If you
please NOTE THESE Dates
have questions, e-mail Julie at
on your 2014 Garden calendar:
jabr amson @ albany. edu .
Saturday, March 29: New
Saturday, April 26: Spring
Gardener Registration ,
Cleanup Day, 10–noon, 2–4 p.m.,
10–noon, Northampton Recreat the Garden. (Rain date:
ation Dept. on Locust Street
Saturday, May 3) Come meet
(behind Smith Vocational High
fellow gardeners, help get the
School). If you have friends who
Garden ready for the 2014 season
would like to garden, let them know
(cleaning out the tool shed,
about registration.
testing and setting out hoses,
Wednesday, April 9:
working on the compost piles,
Orientation meeting for new weeding invasive plants, and more),
gardeners , 7–8:30 p.m.,
and earn community service hours.
Community Room at Forbes
There will be straw bales from
Library. This is a chance for new
Sandy Jaeschke and Red Bag
gardeners to meet the Garden
compost from Ed McGlew for sale.
Committee, get a brief
Comings and Goings
introduction to the philosophy
in the Garden
and the practicalities of the
Community Garden, and have their As of the first of March, about
170 gardeners have renewed their
questions about the Garden
registration for 2014, while about
answered. Attendance will count
50 have not re-registered.
for ½ hour of community service
— and there will be door prizes!
Here are a few of the gardeners
who have given up their plots this
Saturday, April 19 : The first
year. We are sorry to see them go
Garden workshop of the
and send our best wishes with
season will be Getting Started,
them.
with Julie Abramson, Master
Gardener and friendly person.
Lisa Andrews, F20 ½, F21, and
Meet on Saturday, April 19, at
E22/23, who has run the Prison
10:30 a.m., at the Recreation
Birth Project.
Dept.., 90 Locust St., behind
Jaynie Barnes , whose beautiful
Smith Vocational High School
four-square (E/F 29/29) on Burts
(where New Gardener Registration Pit Road made the day for many
was held). Julie will discuss
other gardeners and walkers and
clearing your plot, use of compost, drivers who passed by.
fertilizer, and mulch; deciding what
Becca Merrill , whose pretty
plants to grow and how to space
garden in K/L 12 has given pleasure
them in the garden; organic
to many.
practices…and more. She’ll also

t
2014 Garden
Calendar
New Gardener
Registration
Saturday, March 29
(10 a.m.–noon, Rec. Dep’t)
Orientation
for new gardeners
Wednesday, April 9
(7–8:30 p.m., Forbes Library)
getting started workshop
with Julie Abramson
April 19, 10:20 a.m., Rec. Dept.
Spring Cleanup Day
April 26
Is-Your-Plot-Planted?
Inspection
May 31
Ragweed / Weed
Walkthrough
July 12
Fall Cleanup Day
Saturday, October 11
Fall Inspection
Sunday, October 19
Garden Committee
meetings
Third Monday each month
@ 6:30 p.m. at the Rec. Dept.
(or in the Garden during nice
weather; call to confirm)
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sometimes a speck so tiny that it
is almost invisible, will emerge first
root, then stem and leaf, and
finally flowers.
Betsey Wolfson for designing
and installing the handsome signs What are the right conditions for
germination? First among them is
that now greet visitors to the
moisture: Seeds do not have their
Garden at four entrances and
own moisture and it needs to be
remind them of appropriate
supplied from the outside. Second
Brian Tabor , who has gardened
behavior in the Garden.
is warmth, the degree depending
in M 17/18. Brian has been the
An Arbor for the Garden?
on the variety of seed. Some
backbone of our inspection teams,
One
of
the
most
frequent
imseeds have an extremely hard
and he will be hard to replace.
provements suggested by garden- seed coat, which needs to be
Megan Wechsler and Dillon
ers responding to the questionbreached in some way. Some
Sussman (and their son Orion
naire that accompanied
seeds need a period of cold before
Bee). Megan and Dillon were our
registration forms was a shady
the period of warmth. Some seeds
beekeepers for quite a few years,
place to sit and rest. An arbor
require darkness; others, light. So
and their contributions to the
over the picnic table, with vines
the successful gardener is one
Garden were valued by all who
growing up and over, would fill the
who satisfies the necessary
appreciated pollinators.
bill—at least as a beginning.
conditions for the seeds she is
John Wright, D3/4, has been a
Gardeners are invited to join a
planting.
familiar sight on his walks around
working group to develop plans for
the Garden, and always kept an
an arbor and help to construct it. The important degree of warmth
for seed germination is the temeye on things that needed fixing.
Are you interested? Send an
e-mail to mtex 4. ncg @ gmail . com perature of the soil. A given type
a New Plan for Mowing.
of seed will have a temperature at
(or speak to Mimi in plots G/H
Registration forms included two
which it will germinate and anoth28/29). s
possible plans for mowing for
er temperature at which the
2014. Of the two, most of you
germination rate will be highest.
approved the option to divide the
Garden Tips
So peas, for instance, will germigarden into zones, with one person starting seeds
nate as soon as the soil temperaresponsible for all mowing in that
ture reaches 40° F., but the
The natural world is full of marvels,
zone for a two-week period. You’ll
highest rate will be at 70°. The
but in a contest for the most
find more details in a separate
cooler the temperature at which
marvelous of all, the seed is surely
article.
you sow peas, the more thickly you
a contender. Here grows the
should sow to get the same
Community Service
plant—root, stem, leaves, and
number of plants.
Reporting
finally flowers. Then begins an
Other seeds that will germinate
intricate dance: The petals proEach gardener is responsible for
vide the stage on which the female at cooler soil temperatures (45°)
logging in her/his community
carpel and male stamen carry out are beets, carrots, lettuce,
service hours. You’ll find instrucradishes, and spinach.
the act of pollination. One cell
tions on how to do this in Gloria
within the ovary is fertilized and
A second factor to consider is
Santa Anna’s article on the next
carries
all
the
genetic
information
whether seeds can be started
page. Please read it carefully, and
for growth and development. A
indoors or should be sowed where
save the instructions.
second fertilized cell becomes the they are to grow outdoors. Peas,
Special Thanks to:
endosperm, stored food for the
carrots, radishes, and spinach are
Denny Wolfe (C/D 2) for his
germinating embryo. A protective started outdoors. Beets (who
much-appreciated work in mainseed coat covers all. And—in the
knew?) and lettuce can be started
taining our Web site until last year. right conditions--from that seed, indoors or out, and transplanted
Bill Griffiths , who has gardened
in I/J 13/14 for many years. Bill has
been a stalwart of the Garden and
a friend and advisor to many
gardeners over the years; he will
be much missed by everyone to
whom he has given his friendship
and support.

Liz Tiley (I18) for redesigning our
Web site and maintaining it since
last year.
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when they have achieved sufficient
growth. Some seeds should be
started indoors because they
require a longer growing season
than could be achieved by planting
seeds outdoors: These include
tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants. Other seeds are best
planted outdoors: These include
beans, cucumbers, and melons
(although you can start them
indoors and transplant them when
they are very young).
A useful guide to starting seeds
indoors and transplanting outdoors is available online from
Hadley Garden Center:
ht tp :// www. hadleygardencen ter . com / pdf /HGC

S tart 2011. pdf

_ S eed -

Also read Margaret Roach’s tips
at A Way to Garden: ht tp ://
away togarden . com / when -to start- seeds - calculator /

You can find seeds at local stores
(including Hadley Garden Center,
which has an excellent selection)
or from mail-order sources. For
the home gardener, an excellent
source is Pinetree Garden Seeds
(www. superseeds . com ); they
feature a good variety of seeds in
smaller quantities and at lesser
prices. You can also check out
Fedco, Johnny’s, Territorial Seed,
Seeds of Change, and Seed Savers
Exchange, as well as better-known
sources such as Burpee.
If you wish to start seeds indoors,
you will need a seed-starting
medium (check out Fafard Seed
Starting Mix, which does not
contain perlite, that ugly white
stuff that never disappears)
pots, and a source of light. Start
your seeds in a small pot, or start
many in a larger pot and transplant into individual pots when

they have several leaves. A sunny
window sill is second best to
fluorescent lights, which can stay
on for 16 hours.
For pots when you are ready to
transplant, consider CowPots,
made from cow manure. They are
much better than peat pots
because they do not dry out as
fast, and like peat pots, can be put
directly into the ground, minimizing transplanting shock. They are
ecologically superior as well,
utilizing a renewable material. If
you try them, you will be, like me...
— The Happy Gardener s

Community Service
Log — Year Four!
Hello, Fellow Gardeners,
Thank you for making the third
year (2013) of this new system
run even better. The streamined
process of recording community
service time is now faster, easier,
and less confusing; it also uses
less paper.
This year you’ll again have two
options for sending me your
community service hours. Because
I want to encourage you to use
the e-mail method, I will automatically add to your hours a one-time
15-minute community service
credit! when you send me an
e-mail detailing your community
service.
Here are the two options
explained:
1) E-MAIL: Send me an message at
glorianohocg @ gmail . com , with
the following information:
A. The name of the person to
whom the plot is registered
(which may not be your name)

B. Your plots number(s) (vital

information!)
C. The date and amount of time
of service
D. A brief description of the
community service
2) PAPER : This is the less preferred option. I realize that some
of you do not use e-mail, so I’ve
created a paper form that may be
filled out. There is space for you to
write in all the information needed
to properly credit your time (same
as 1 a-d). Please , please write
legibly!
I cannot accept teeny tiny pieces
of paper; they make it impossible
for me to properly credit hours to
the correct people. I will keep the
mailbox stocked with forms, but
please feel free to take one and
copy it a few times for your use.
Expect the first batch to be in the
mailbox by April.
Missing information makes it
difficult to give you full credit, so
please supply all the information
requested.Thanks.
As I did last year, I will keep the
records on an Excel spreadsheet.
This allows me to post the community service hours with your
balance (hours owed) on our
bulletin board behind the shed.
To protect your privacy, I’ll list plot
numbers only.
Thank you in advance for embracing this way of recording community service. It has reduced confusion about hours worked. And I
hope we’ve saved a few trees in the
process. Your patience and cooperation is appreciated. s
—Gloria A. Santa Anna
T5, S5, R5,Q6

glorianohog @ gmail . com
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Reconstruction
of the Garden
Composting Areas

The map below shows the six
mowing zones, with roughly equal
areas to be mowed. Each zone
includes common areas, wide
paths, and narrow paths between
The Garden Committee has
four-squares. An estimate of the
adopted a two-year plan to
construction day
time required to mow one area is
reconstruct both of the compost- Our plan is to undertake the
two hours. A schedule will be
ing areas at the garden. Our goal
reconstruction beginning at
circulated to all who have indicatthis year is to reconstruct the
9:00 a.m., Saturday, April 19
ed a willingness to mow, and
western composting area (located (rain date is Saturday, April 26).
volunteers should sign up for one
at the western edge of the garden
If you would like to participate in
or more periods for a given zone.
near the dog-walk parking area).
this much needed effort, please
These volunteers will be asked to
We also hope to have the matericontact Bob Burger at
read a list of instructions for
als in the eastern composing area
rburger @ smith . edu before
using the mowers and agree to
(near the dumpster) removed,
April 5. Thank you. s
follow them. Power mowers will be
sorted, and replaced so the area
—Bob
Burger
locked, and only these volunteers
is more useful. This area will then
will have access to them. When a
be reconstructed in 2015.
mower becomes non-operative, the
New Plan for
Plan for the Western
user will fill out a slip indicating the
Mowing in the
Composting Area
malfunction and the date on which
(1) Remove existing snow-fencing, Garden
it was discovered.
wire, and decaying palettes.
All other gardeners will have
In your registration packet your
(2) Construct new containment
access to the push mowers, which
read about a plan that calls for
bins using Cattle Feedlot Panels
dividing the Garden into zones and they may use if they need to clear
(16 ft. long x 50 in. high; 4 ga.
the paths around their plots
having gardeners sign up for
Wire) and 6 ft. high studded
(which does not count as commumowing a specific zone for a
T-Posts. We will use approximately specific two-week period. This plan nity service).
6 Panels and 45 T-Posts.
received general approval, so the
Thank you to those who have
Garden Committee is moving
Request for Volunteers
volunteered to try this new
forward
to
implement
it.
system. s
We estimate that this plan requires about six volunteers working for a couple of hours to complete the reconstruction. All time
spent may be counted toward
your community service hours.
We’ll need one volunteer who owns
a pick-up truck to haul construction materials from Tractor
Supply, 2 College Highway, Southampton, to the composting area
at the garden. We also need a
pick-up truck (another or the same
one) to haul the old discarded
fencing, etc. from the composing
area to the dumpster at the other
end of the garden.
We’ll need a few volunteers to
dismantle the existing fencing and
install the new panels and posts
(and perhaps to move a small
amount of composted material if
it is interfering with installation).
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17th annual SOS Plant Sale
The Northampton Support Our Schools (SOS)
Plant and Garden Sale will be held 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. on
Saturday, May 10, at Smith Vocational and
Agricultural High School.
Organizers are looking for plant donations from local
gardeners. Community members who have perennials
to divide or plants they are removing from their
gardens, please pot them up and take them to
Smith Vocational School on Friday, May 9, 4–7 p.m.
(Plants can also be delivered — before May 10 —
to 12 Forbes Ave., between April 25 and May 8.)
Should you need pots, helpers for digging, dividing
and potting, or picking up potted plants, there are
volunteers available.
We need donations as well as people to attend the
sale. We also need volunteers to collect and organize
donated plants on Friday, May 9, and to work at the
event on May 10th. Any way that you can contribute
to SOS will be greatly appreciated.
At the sale, you’ll find treasures from local gardens
as well as local artisans offering handmade goods.
There will be handcrafted garden furniture donated
by local woodworkers, bags of compost, and raffles
for a handmade quilt and garden furniture made by
Smith Vocational woodworking students.
Last year the event raised $10,000 for our book
fund. Come help support our public schools by
donating plants, volunteering, or attending the
event.
At the sale you’ll find:
Vegetable starter plants
Shrubs
Trees
Hanging plants
Houseplants
Annuals
Herbs
Garden furniture made by local woodworkers
note : For plant donations – please try to pot them
up early and water them, so they look happy on the
day of the sale.
For information contact: Judy Leeds 537-4437
leedsjudy @ gmail . com or Sue Breines 586-7476
suebreines @ gmail . com . s
—Robin Freedenfeld
m a r c h 2 0 13

Community gardening day at
Northampton Winter Market
March 22 is Community Gardening Day
at the Winter Market.
workshops

10–10:30 a.m. — Home Composting
with Cam Weimar
10:30–11 a.m. — Keeping Backyard Chickens
with Pete Solis
12–12:30 p.m. — Garden Plants for Natural Dyes
with Michelle Parrish
12:30–1:15 p.m. — Seed Saving
with Tevis Robertson-Goldberg
There will also be a food and seed swap organized
by Valley Food Swap from 1 to 2 p.m. All food items
must be homemade, homegrown, or foraged. The
workshops and swap will take place in the Smith Voke
cafeteria and library.
The Northampton Winter Farmers Market is held
every Saturday, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., through April 16,
at Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School,
80 Locust Street.
www. nohowintermarket. com
www. facebook . com / nohomarket

s

We’re on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/groups/183723795531/

join the garden committee!
Can you lend your help to make your
Community Garden possible?
The committee meets the third Monday
of each month, either at the Recreation Dept.
or in the Garden.
Contact Mimi: mtex 4. ncg @ gmail . com .
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