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JULY INSPECTION /  
RAGWEED AND WEED 
WALKTHROUGH
Sunday, July 21 is the date for our 
annual Ragweed /Weed Walk-
through. This is a NEW DATE.
What’s wrong with ragweed? We do 
our best to get rid of ragweed, 
because so many gardeners are 
mildly or seriously allergic to the 
pollen of Ambrosia artemisiifolia, 
common ragweed; it can spoil their 
pleasure of being in and working in 
the garden. 

Our goal is to eliminate as much 
ragweed as possible before it 
flowers. Please pull up any ragweed 
plants you find in your own plot(s). 
Keep an eye out for ragweed 
growing in public spaces, and pull 
that up, too. 
Once ragweed has flowered, its 
seeds will continue to ripen even 

after it is pulled up. Because 
ragweed seed remains viable for 
many years, you should throw 
flowering ragweed in the dump-
ster – not in the compost. If you 
don’t know what ragweed looks 
like, see the photo on this page. 
On Sunday, July 21 inspection 
teams will walk through the Garden 
to check plots for ragweed. When 
they find plants in a plot, they’ll tag 
one or two samples with red tape. 
Plan ahead, and get rid of the 
ragweed now!
What are we checking for?
z  That your plot is obviously in 

use; being cultivated and 
maintained

z  That your plot is free of 
ragweed

z  That your plot is relatively free 
of weeds

z  That the edges of your plot are 
trimmed (grass no more than 
6” tall)

z  That your plot and the 
pathways next to it are free of 
impediments to mowing

z  That your plot is marked with a 
legible, visible plot number, at 
least 18” tall

If your plot needs attention, you 
will receive an e-mail or a phone call 
to confirm that you are still 
working your plot. S

CORRECTION
The May issue of the Garden 
Newsletter misidentified crab 
grass. Crag grass is an annual, 

grows out rather than up (hence 
the name), and can be controlled 
by pulling before it sets seed. The 
garden thug is quack grass 
(Elymus repens), which is a 
perennial, and which will continue 
to grow from the smallest bit of 
rhizome — so that pulling it up 
won’t work unless you get the 
entire rhizome system. 
Tilling will only make matters 
worse, since it cuts up the exist-
ing rhizomes into smaller pieces, 
from which a new plant will grow. 
S           — Mimi Teghtsoonian
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CALENDAR
     z  NEW DATE!     

RAGWEED / MID-SEASON  
INSPECTION

July 21 / Sunday

FALL CLEANUP DAY
October 19 / Saturday / 10–2

FALL INSPECTION
October 27 /Sunday

GARDEN COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS

Second Wednesday of the month; 
@6:00 p.m. at the Rec. Dept. at JFK 

Middle School or in the Garden if 
weather permits, unless otherwise 
noted. Gardeners are welcome to 
attend. If you want to talk about 
something, please let us know in 

advance, so we can add your topic to 
the meeting agenda. Check 
nohogarden.org for dates.

Ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia)
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THANK YOU
• JANA CHICOINE and TOM 

BASSETT for checking all the 
faucets each week for leaks and 
doing minor plumbing repairs

• DAN LADD for weed whacking 
abandoned, overgrown plots

WELCOME
• GENEVA BRINTON — to the 
Garden Committee S 

INVASIVE ALERT!
ASIAN BITTERSWEET   
A deciduous woody vine Oriental 
Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus 
Thunb.) was introduced in the 
1860s as an ornamental and for 
erosion control. It grows as a vine 
that girdles and smothers plants 
and uproots trees due to its 
weight.

Bittersweet can grow up to 60 
feet long, with a base up to 6” in 
diameter!! Its fruits are yellow-
orange capsules that split open to 
reveal the fleshy red interior. 
Yes, it is pretty in the fall, but if 
you see it, get rid of it — care-
fully! —in the dumpster. Just one 
of its berries dropped on the 
ground can develop into a new 
plant. S

x HOW TO  
UNLOCK THE SHED
There is a NEW combination lock 
on the shed (as of July 5). We hope 
the new one will be easier to use.  
If not, try this: To open, set the 
combination, and push the hasp 
(round part of the lock) once.  
To close, you must mix up the 
numbers, then push the hasp  
into the hole. S

THEFT IN THE GARDEN 
Unfortunately, there have been 
more reports of thefts at the 
Community Garden. 
Please keep an eye out for suspi-

cious activity in your area. You 
should feel free to politely ask 
someone you don’t recognize if 
this is their plot (sometimes 
gardeners ask friends to pick 
produce or water if they’re away). 
But please avoid getting into a 
confrontation with another 
person. 
Report any theft to a member of 
the Garden Committee. You can 
take a photograph of a license 
plate if the suspicious person is in 
a car. If you see outright theft, call 
the police. 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO LOCK THE 
TOOL SHED whenever you leave it, 
to help prevent tool loss. S 

WHEN TO HARVEST 
GARLIC
Margaret Roach, gardener ex-
traordinaire and blogger, explains 
how to decide when your garlic 
crop is ready for harvest. “Like 
fortune-telling, it’s all in reading 
the leaves.” 

https://awaytogarden.com/
the-tricky-matter-of-when-to-
harvest-garlic/ S 

photo by Eliza Dagostino

Asian Bittersweet

Quack grass... BAD!

Eliza Dagostino
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GET RID OF WEEDS — 
BY EATING THEM! 
GARLIC MUSTARD PESTO
11 C lightly packed garlic mustard 
leaves and tips, loosely chopped
1/4 C pine nuts
1 garlic clove
1/3 C grated parmesan cheese
1 C extra virgin olive oil
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. sugar
2 squeezes lemon juice

In a blender, grind the garlic, pine 
nuts, and parmesan.
Add the garlic mustard.
With blender on, pour in a steady 
stream of the olive oil for 1 minute, 
or until smooth.
Add salt, sugar, and lemon juice, 
and pulse until mixed.
prep time : 5 min. / serves : 4
This recipe brings out the mildly garlic 
flavors of this wild invasive herb. It’s 
great with pasta or as a salsa for 
meat or fish. Try to use the light 
green tips, not the dark green 
bottom leaves which can be bitter. 
Adapted from Roger Ma at Restau-
rant Daniel. — Tama Matsuoka 
Wong / Food52
<food52.com /recipes /28281-
garlic-mustard-pesto> S

— Recipe from Linda Wallack

“WEED”
Just in case you were wondering…  
NO marijuana may be grown at  
the Northampton Community 
Garden. S 

NORTHAMPTON  
WATER BAN
Northampton has issued a ban on 
outdoor water use between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Even though the Commu-
nity Garden is exempt because it 
is classified as “agricultural,” 
please be mindful, as always, of 
water use. We pay for all the  
water we use in the Garden. S

Garlic mustard

Please turn off BOTH the handle  
and the little lever.

EVERY faucet! EVERY time! 
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