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FALL INSPECTION /
END OF SEASON CLEANUP
FA L L C L E A N U P DAY
Come to the Garden on Saturday,
October 19, 10–12 and 2–4, to
help get the garden ready for
winter. Have you fulfilled your two
hours per plot service requirement? If not, this is a great time
to help out.
Garden Committee members will
be on hand to suggest garden
chores for you to tackle. Now that
the weather is cooler, come out
and get some exercise! If you want
to complete your community
service hours sooner, contact the
Committee at noho - garden @
googlegroups . com for suggestions about work projects.
Master Gardeners will offer SOIL
pH TESTING on Cleanup Day. Find
out if your soil needs amendments
before the end of the season.
PLOT C L E A N U P
Every gardener must clean up
plot(s) in preparation for winter.
Fall Inspection is scheduled for
Sunday, October 27.
If your plot does not meet the
guidelines described below, you will
receive an e-mail (or notice by
mail) telling you what needs to be
done. There will be a “last-chance”
inspection on Sunday, Nov. 10. If
your plot fails both inspections,
you will be unable to register for
next season. There will be no
extensions.

W H AT IS FA L L I NSPEC TI O N ?
On Sunday, October 27, teams of
volunteers will be checking plots to
make sure the guidelines for fall
cleanup have been met. They will be
checking to see whether:
3 You have cut down all dead
plant material and properly disposed of it. Compost healthy plant
material it in your own plot or in
one of the community compost
piles. Woody plant material goes
into the brush pile. Do not leave old
tomatoes, squashes, etc., lying in
your plot uncovered, as this
attracts animals. Put diseased
plant material in plastic bags and
toss into the dumpster.
3 You have cut down tall grasses
and weeds around your plot, to no
more than 6” tall. (NOTE: if not
cut, they will send unwanted
seeds into your plot and others’
plots as well.)
3 You have cut back perennials
where appropriate. (The point of
this is to prevent unwanted seeds
from invading others’ plots.)
3 You have disposed of all paper
and plastic debris, paper and
plastic bags, and plastic plant
pots. (Left in your plot, they blow
all over the Garden and across the
street into our neighbors’ yards.)
3 You have removed all tools,
watering cans, etc., if not in use;
you have taken hoses home or
coiled them and stored them flat;
you have removed plastic furniture. (Some of these items will
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FALL CLEANUP DAY
October 19 / Saturday / 10–2
FALL INSPECTION
October 27 /Sunday
GARDEN COMMITTEE
MEETINGS
Second Wednesday of the month;
@6:00 p.m. at the Rec. Dept. at JFK
Middle School or in the Garden if
weather permits, unless otherwise
noted. Gardeners are welcome to
attend. If you want to talk about
something, please let us know in
advance, so we can add your topic to
the meeting agenda. Check
nohogarden.org for dates.

blow around the Garden and
be lost to you and become a
nuisance to someone else. All will
deteriorate from being exposed
to weather.)
√ You have laid flat and anchored
securely any stakes, tomato cages,
etc., that you leave in your plot.
√ You have firmly anchored any
structures – arbors, trellises,
birdhouses – that remain in
your plot.
√ You have a visible, legible sign(s)
showing your plot number(s).
Please remember that failure to
pass inspection means that you
won’t be able to renew your plot(s)
for next year. S
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REGISTERING FOR
2020 SEASON
Plot renewal forms will be mailed
in late December or early January
to all gardeners who have passed
fall inspection (see story below)
and fulfilled their community
service requirements.
These forms will allow you to:
1) Renew registration of your
garden plot(s) for 2020, and
2) Request an additional plot
(or plots). S

Gloria Santa Anna

GIVING UP PLOTS
If you’ve found that your garden
plot is more than you can handle,
or you’re moving out of the area, or
if for any reason you plan to give
up your plot, please let us know
now. E-mail us at noho - garden @
googlegroups . com . Please leave
your plot in good shape. S

TO CONTACT THE
GARDEN COMMITTEE
E-mail us at noho - garden @
googlegroups . com

S

Please remember to TURN OFF
the handle and both little levers
of the splitter EVERY TIME you
use the water.
Many thanks to JANA CHICOINE
for her diligent weekly spigot and
hose checks and to TOM
BASSETT for his assiduous care
of Garden spigots. S

Trish Allen

WATER
The Community Garden is always
trying to conserve water and
reduce waste. Water is our
biggest controllable expense!
This season we have two people
dedicated to checking and
maintaining our hoses and spigots
in order to avoid wasting — and
paying for — water. Jana checks
every spigot once a week and sends
out a report, and Tom does repairs
as quickly as he can (unless it
requires a call to the DPW).
Here is an example of the WATER
REPORT from just one week.
• Spigot 3: Leaking splitter valves.
Water spigots were left on and
ends of hoses were leaking.
• Spigot 4: Water spigot left on.
• Spigot 5: Leaking splitter valves.
Water spigots were left on and
ends of hoses were leaking.
• Spigot 11: Leaks inside reel.
Reel is broken and cracked;
gardeners have requested a
replacement.
If gardeners leave on the main
valve, the splitter valves wear out
and start to leak. This wastes
water and costs money, because
they have to be replaced.
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Sign seen in Lenox

ALL POOP IS
NOT MANURE —
THE DANGERS OF
DOG FECES
I am a dog lover. Though I do not
have dogs now, for much of my life I
lived with dogs and they enhanced
my life. When I was on the faculty
at UMass, my dog Max was my
constant companion and was
loved by both students and
colleagues. Despite my love for
dogs, I fully agreed with my colleagues on the garden committee
to reaffirm our policy that dog
owners must keep their pets on a
leash — as is the law in
Northampton — keep them away
from gardeners’ plots, and clean
up after them.
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Until our discussions around this
issue I had no idea that dog feces
are toxic and pose a danger to
humans and to the crops we grow.
I was under the mistaken impression that dog poop, like manure
from other animals, would enhance
the soil. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

Trish Allen

According to the Center or Disease Control dog feces are an
environmental hazard. Humans
exposed to water contaminated
with dog feces can contract
salmonella, E. coli, and other
diseases. Dog feces that get into
ponds also provide nitrogen for
algae blooms which can kill dogs
and make people very sick. In
addition to pathogens, dog feces
contain parasites such as round
worms, tape worms, and hook
worms. Both can live in the ground
for years posing a danger to
humans and other animals.
Dogs are permitted to come to
the Garden, but it is up to owners
to keep them on leash, away from
gardeners’ plots, and to clean up
after them. If you see a dog off
leash or going into people’s plots,
please ask the owner to follow the
law and garden rules. S
— Arlene Avakian
with help from Daniel Ladd

THEFT IN THE GARDEN

BUMBLEBEE TALK

We hate to report this, but
gardeners are noticing produce
and equipment missing from their
plots. Whole rows of broccoli and
onions were stolen from one
person. This is very frustrating for
gardeners who have worked so
hard to grow food for their households — and it is also costly.
While we cannot assume that
anyone we don’t recognize is a
thief, please be on the lookout for
people who don’t belong. If you see
that someone is picking vegetables or flowers in a plot you know is
not theirs, please politely ask if
they are harvesting for a friend. If
you definitely catch a thief, you
should call the Northampton
Police.

Robert Gegear, Ph.D, Assistant
Professor of Biology at UMass
Dartmouth talked about bumblebee ecology for our “Under The
Mulberry Tree” Speaker Series on
August 27 at the Garden.

Gloria Santa Anna

As we all walked around the
Garden, we found one species of
endangered bumblebees, Bombus
fervidus, and hundreds of others. If
you missed Dr. Gegear’s talk, you
can listen to his interview with
Margaret Roach on her podcast “A
Way to Garden.” ht tps :// away to garden . com / beecology- how -

you - can - help - native- bumblebees - with - robert- gegear /

— Larri Cochran S
Trish Allen

If you would like to be a member of
our new Garden Patrol, please let
us know. We are going to ask
Gardeners to walk around the
Garden at random times, keeping
an eye out for anything amiss. To
volunteer for this task (and earn
community service hours) contact
us at noho - garden @ googlegroups . com .

S
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END OF SEASON
THANK YOU to everyone who
contributed this year to make the
community garden thrive! It’s a
team effort. S

