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END OF SEASON CLEANUP 
/ FALL INSPECTION 
FALL CLEANUP DAY 
Come to the Garden on Saturday, 
October 22, 10–12 and 2–4, to 
help get the garden ready for 
winter. Have you fulfilled your two 
hours per plot service require-
ment? If not, this is a great time 
to help out. 

COMMUNIT Y SERVICE CHORES
Garden Committee members will 
be on hand to suggest garden 
chores for you to tackle. Now that 
the weather is cooler, come out 
and get some exercise! If you want 
to complete your community 
service hours sooner, contact the 
Committee at noho-garden@
googlegroups.com for sugges-
tions about work projects.

SOIL T EST ING
Master Gardeners will offer SOIL 
pH TESTING* on Cleanup Day. Find 
out if your soil needs amendments 
before the end of the season.  
*(See “Soil pH” article below...)

STRAW AND COMPOST
We will take orders for mulch 
straw and compost for delivery on 
Oct 22. Watch for e-mails.

PLOT CLEANUP
Every gardener must clean up 
plot(s) in preparation for winter. 

Fall Inspection is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 29. 
If your plot does not meet the 
guidelines described below, you will 
receive an e-mail (or notice by mail) 
telling you what needs to be done. 
If your plot fails inspection, you will 
be unable to register for next 
season. There will be no exten-
sions. 

WHAT IS FALL INSPECT ION?
On Sunday, October 29, teams of 
peer inspectors will check plots to 
make sure guidelines for fall 
cleanup have been met. They will be 
checking to see whether:
3 You have cut down all dead 
plant material and properly dis-
posed of it. Compost healthy plant 
material it in your own plot or in 
one of the community compost 
piles. Woody plant material goes 
into the brush pile. Do not leave old 
tomatoes, squashes, etc., lying in 
your plot uncovered, as this 
attracts animals. Put diseased 
plant material in plastic bags and 
toss into the dumpster.
3 You have cut down tall grasses 
and weeds around your plot, to no 
more than 6” tall. (NOTE: if not 
cut, they will send unwanted 
seeds into your plot and others’ 
plots as well.)
3 You have cut back perennials 
where appropriate. (The point of 

this is to prevent unwanted seeds 
from invading others’ plots.)
3 You have disposed of all paper 
and plastic debris, paper and 

 

2021 Calendar2021 Calendar2022 Calendar2022 Calendar

NORTHAMPTON  
COMMUNITY GARDEN 

STRAW DELIVERY (FALL)
(e-mail orders taken ahead) 

Sat, October 22 / 10:00 -ish 

COMPOST DISTRIBUTION (FALL)
(e-mail orders taken ahead) 
Sat, October 22 / morning

FALL CLEANUP DAY
Sat, October 22 / 10–2

FALL INSPECTION
Sun, October 29

DUMPSTER LAST DAY
TBD

WATER TURN-OFF
DPW decides, based on weather

Please check Garden e-mails and 
nohogarden.org for updates

GARDEN COMMIT TEE
Monthly Meetings: second Wed of 

month; @6:00 p.m. / Rec. Dept., JFK 
Middle School; or in Garden if 

weather permits (unless otherwise 
noted). Any Gardener may attend 

and observe monthly meetings. Let 
us know in advance if you have an 
item for the agenda. Contact the 

Garden Committee by email at: 
noho-garden@googlegroups.com;  
or leave a message with the Parks 
and Rec Dept. at 413-587-1040.

  
WATCH YOUR INBOX FOR NEWS ABOUT  

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS AT THE GARDEN 
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plastic bags, and plastic plant 
pots. (Left in your plot, they blow 
all over the Garden and across the 
street into our neighbors’ yards.)
3 You have removed all tools, 
watering cans, etc., if not in use; 
you have taken hoses home or 
coiled them and stored them flat; 
you have removed plastic furni-
ture. (Some of these items will 
blow around the Garden and  
be lost to you and become a 
nuisance to someone else. All will 
deteriorate from being exposed  
to weather.)
3 You have laid flat and anchored 
securely any stakes, tomato cages, 
etc., that you leave in your plot.
3 You have firmly anchored any 
structures – arbors, trellises, 
birdhouses – that remain in  
your plot.
3 You have a visible, legible 
sign(s) displaying your plot 
number(s). 
Please remember that failure to 
pass inspection means that you 
won’t be able to renew your 
plot(s) for next year. c
EARN COMMUNITY 
SERVICE HOURS
Volunteer Peer Inspectors earn 
community service hours for their 
work. Fall Inspections takes place 
on Sunday, October 29. You must 
be available for the full two hours 
(although it may not take that 
long, depending upon the number 
of volunteers). To volunteer as a 
Peer Inspector, please contact 
Donna Cuipylo at dcuipylo 
@gmail.com, and provide your 
contact information, including full 
name, e-mail, and phone number. c 

REGISTERING FOR  
THE 2023 SEASON
Plot renewal forms will be mailed  
in late December or early January 
to all gardeners who have passed 
fall inspection (see above) and 
fulfilled their community service 
requirements. 
These forms will allow you to:  
1) Renew registration of your 
garden plot(s) for 2023, and 
2) Request an additional plot  
(or plots). c
WHAT DO THE INITIALS 
pH MEAN? 
(How is pH connected to beer?) 
pH stands for “the power of 
hydrogen.” The H is capitalized 
because it is the first letter of the 
element Hydrogen.
In simple terms, pH measures the 
concentration of Hydrogen in a 
liquid solution. For those with a 
mathematical bent, the calcula-
tion is the negative logarithm of 

the Hydrogen ion in a solution.
The pH scale was created in 1909 
by Soren Sorenson, Director of 
Chemistry at the Carlsberg 
Laboratory in Copenhagen. The 
Carlsberg Laboratory was founded 
by beer magnate, J.C. Jacobsen, 
with the purpose of advancing 
biochemical knowledge, especially 
related to brewing. 
sources:
http://scienceline.ucsb.edu/getkey.
php?key=888
https://protomag.com/medical-
history/soren-sorensen-pioneer-
ph/
https://www.carlsbergfondet.dk/
en/About-the-Foundation/The-
Carlsberg-Foundation/The-Carls-
berg-family/The-Carlsberg-Labora-
tory- c
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SOIL PH TESTING 
OCTOBER 22
by Western Massachusetts 
Master Gardeners
The best thing you can do for a 
bountiful garden next spring is to 
make sure your soil is at the 
proper pH this fall. The pH level of 
the soil (measurement of acidity) 
is one of the most important 
factors you can control in helping 
your plants thrive. If the soil is too 
acidic or basic, your plants will not 
be able to absorb vital nutrients 
and can struggle. Different plants 
have different soil pH optimums, 
so you need to match your soil to 
the plants you want to grow. The 
fall is a great time to learn your 
soil’s pH and make any adjust-
ments needed so that the addi-
tives will be fully absorbed over the 
winter, and you’ll be ready for 
spring.
Master Gardeners will be at the 
Northampton Community Gar-
dens on Saturday, October 22, 
10:00 a.m. – noon, to test soil 
samples and give recommenda-
tions for adjustments for a $2 
donation. Bring a sample (see 
preparation instructions below) 
and get immediate information 
about your soil’s pH and specific 
recommendations for remedies. 
See you at the Garden!
HOW TO COLLECT A SOIL SAMPLE 
FOR PH TESTING.

[It helps to dry the sample for 
proper measurement.]
• Collect 4 – 6 samples per  
Community Garden plot.
• Take your sample 6-8” deep for 
flower or vegetable garden.
• Mix the samples together.  
You will need about a cup of soil.

• Sift to remove debris and place 
in a labeled zip-lock bag.
• Results and recommendations 
will be provided onsite. c 

“HOW TO COIL A HOSE 
FOR FEWER TANGLES”
1) We all know that it’s good 
manners to leave a hose coiled 
neatly for the next person to use. 
Having trouble making your hose 
cooperate? Watch this 70-second 
video (with no advertising) to 
become a pro. https://www.
gardeners.com/how-to/how-
to-coil-a-hose/9581.html
2) Let the water out, to reduce 
pressure in the hose.
3) Turn off the spigot and the two 
little levers (see diagram). c

TO CONTACT THE 
GARDEN COMMITTEE
E-mail us at noho-garden@
googlegroups.com c

PLEASE BE MINDFUL  
OF WATER USE
We had a HUGE water bill this 
summer, due to the severe 
drought. Use water wisely and 
sparingly. Let us know when 
spigots and hoses are leaking, so 
we can get them repaired quickly. 
Turn off both the main spigot 
handle and the smaller levers each 
time you’re done watering. With 
415 plots and 250 gardeners, 
small leaks add up quickly. c

PLEASE TURN OFF BOTH THE HANDLE  
AND THE LIT TLE LEVERS.

EVERY FAUCET! EVERY TIME! 
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PLOT SIGNS
Here’s a chance to let your 
creativity shine! There is still time 
to make a legible, visible plot sign 
before Fall Inspection. Plot signs 
help others find your plot during 
peer inspections or when a new 
gardener takes over a plot. 
Enjoy some of the clever signs 
from around the Garden. c
Photographs by Marci Linker

YOUR NUMBER  
HERE
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